
The Present 
 

The lesson progresses from simple Mime techniques which will focus the 
students, to creating the start of a scenario that the students can then 
develop for themselves. 
 

The Video Lesson 
 
1. The Mime Box    
 
 
We introduce ourselves and that we will be doing Mime. We begin with a mimed box that 
we are passing to each other. The size of the box must stay the same.  
 
This can be done in a little line of about 4 people. The starter person decides on the box size 
and by the time it gets to the end of the line it should still be the same. 
 
Over to You – The students are prompted to get into small groups to try out this passing a 
box along a line mime. 
 
2. What’s Inside The Box?  
 
MUSIC USED – Cool Cat - https://freesfx.co.uk/Category/Children-s/229 
 
In a pair we decide what the object In our boxes  will be. 
 
 We take off the lids and take out what is inside. We mime using the object in some way to 
give clues as to what it is. 
 
Over To You – The students can now try this with a partner. They quietly decide what is in 
their boxes and practise opening them and showing through mime what the object is. 
 
They can then show another pair what they’ve done and see if they can guess the objects. 
 
 You can extend the game by letting the pairs  move on to another pair and so on as soon as 
a correct guess is made. 
 
The game Magic Box is a great game to play with your class. See Instructions for this. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



3. The Present  
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The object in the box will be a present- perhaps a Birthday present. We demonstrate 
miming and guessing  a present – a necklace. 
 
Over To You – With a partner they will decide on the present. One person will give it to the 
other who will open the box and mime what is inside. 
 
They can then show another pair or do this for the whole class to guess. 
 
4. What If I Don’t Like The Present?  
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This time we explore the idea that a present isn’t always what we’d want. Maybe we 
wouldn’t like the present. We demonstrate getting a smelly sock and how we’d use mime to 
do this. 
 
Over To You – The students can do this with a partner and again could take turns to show 
another pair or in front of the whole class. 
 
5. Becoming The Object  
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This time one of the partners will become the object inside the box.  
 
We demonstrate the object as a  magic fluffy teddy that can speak. When the girl falls 
asleep the teddy talks. The teddy wakes up the girl who is amazed to hear a talking teddy.  
 
The characters agree that they must keep it a secret from the adults.  
 
The students are prompted to think about other magic talking objects that they could have. 
 
Over To You – The students can now try this with a partner.  
 
You can discuss different options for magic talking objects first so that they get a few 
ideas before starting. 
 
The students can show each other their scenes and give feedback. 
 
6. What If An Adult Overhears?  We discuss now that perhaps an adult walks into the 
room and the child has to make an excuse for the talking that has been overheard. Perhaps 
the adult becomes afraid of the talking object. 



 
Over To You – The students can now try a little scene showing what happens if an adult/s 
show up and how they will deal with it.  
 
This can be done in groups of three or four and you can discuss that the scene could be 
very funny. Encourage them to come up with great ideas. 
 
You can watch the groups and give feedback. 
 
 
 

Into Literacy 
 
1. The students can draw pictures of the objects from their boxes and caption them with 
their object names. 
 
2. The children can write out lists of what kind of presents they’d like and what they would 
not like. 
 
3. Able students can write about being the object and how they tricked/ 
frightened/surprised the adults. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


